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the noise was that of a larger party than he had under his command. In order to ascertain the fact, they cautiously entered the fort; and on arriving near the Mausoleum of the late Nuwab, Feyz Mahomed Khan, they found it filled by a body of the enemy, with the matches (81) of their fire-arms lighted. On this discovery, one of the men hastened to report the circumstance to Vizier Mahomed, who inquired what had become of Doongurh Singh; the other replied that he could not tell, but advised that some prompt and decisive steps should be taken; otherwise the enemy would soon possess the town. On this remark, Vizier Mahomed, who had at that time only 30 men with him, cast as anxious glance at his son, Nuzzur Mahomed Khan, who, construing the expression of his father's eye, into a wish that he should be the first to go against the enemy, entreated permission to do so. " If matters are come to this crisis," said Vizier Mahomed, <e we must all go." But, on further solicitation from his son, he permitted him to proceed in advance with 12 men; whilst he, himself, with the remainder of his party followed at a short distance.
1814. In the mean time the enemy had not quitted the Mausoleum, but conceiving themselves already masters of Bhopal,. had
(81)   The Irregular Infantry of native princes in India use matchlocks.